
How Big is My File? KB, MB, GB 

Files on the computer are measured in Bytes.  A byte is an ordered collection of bits, with each 
bit denoting a single binary value of 1 or 0. The byte most often consists of 7 or 8 bits in most 
modern systems. 
Computer files are usually measure in KB or MB.   Today’s storage and memory is often 
measured in megabytes (MB).  A medium-sized novel contains about 1MB of information. 1MB 
is 1,024 kilobytes, or 1,048,576 (1024x1024) bytes, not one million bytes. Again, this number 
results from the fact that computers use binary math.  

 

Unit Abb. Size Equivalent 

Bit  1 bit  

Byte  8 bits 1 text character 

Kilobyte K 1,025 bytes 1/2 page of text (Notepad) 

Megabyte MB 1,048,576 bytes 30 pages of Word 

Gigabyte GB 1,024 Megabytes 40,000 pages of Word 
400 Photos at 5M Pixels 

Terabyte TB 1.024 Gigabytes A library 
1,420 CDs 

What size flash card do I need? 

How many photos can I shoot on my digital camera? 

That really depends on the camera the resolution is set at and size of the memory card .  Here is 
a simple rule for JPEG format images.  If you set your digital camera to 5 megapixel, you can fit 
about 1,636 photos on a 4GBs of memory.  Or, you this simple rule:  Divide the 5 megapixel by 2 
to get an average size for each photo in megabytes.  Then divide this into the size of the 
memory. 
 

5 megapixel /2 = 2.5 MB per photo.   
4GBs is the same as 4000 MBs, therefore: 
4000 / 2.5 = 1600 photos 

Computer Storage Media 

Media Size Equivalent 

Floppy 1.44MB 50 page Word document 
1 photos at 2M Pixels 

CD 700MB 
700,000KB 

An encyclopedia 
300 Digital Picture (5MB Pixel) 
350,000 text pages 

DVD 4.7 GB 6.7 times CD 
200,000 pages in Word 
2,000 Digital Pictures 

BluRay Disc 54GB High Def Video 

Flash Drive 2GB– 64GB 3-100 CD’s 

 


