
What is a Cookie 

 
 
Who wants a cookie? 

 

What are cookies? Here are a few over-lapping definitions;  

 

i. A small data file placed on your computer by a website that you visit. 

 

ii. A piece of code placed in your browser by a website server. 

 

iii. A text file placed on a hard drive to store and transmit information to the server of 

websites (re)visited from that browser / computer. 

Types of Cookies 
 

First Party Cookie: This is a cookie that is placed on a site visitor’s computer by the 

host of a website. This is the technique used by Marketing Advocate to allow the site 

visitor to be automatically logged in and track all of their actions on Marketing Advocate 

hosted sites. 

 

Second Party Cookie: This is a cookie placed on a site visitor’s machine by an 

advertiser or sponsor of a host website feature. This is typically used by banner ads or 

sponsored pages on a portal or website.  

 

Third Party Cookie: This is cookie that is being placed by an ad serving company (e.g., 

double-click) for the purposes of tracking. 

 

Persistent Cookie: This is a cookie that is stored on the hard-drive of your computer. 

These are placed on your computer during your site visit and are there until they are 

deleted. This is the type of cookie used by Marketing Advocate. 

 

In-Memory Cookie: This is a cookie that is stored in memory in your browser. This 

cookie stays on your computer as long as your browser is open. Once you close the 

browser, this cookie is gone. These are typically utilized for highly sensitive applications 

like online banking. 

 
Why be concerned about third-party cookie? 

 

The word "party" refers to the domain as specified in cookie; the website that is placing 

the cookie. So, for example, if you visit www.widgets.com and the domain of the cookie 



placed on your computer is www.widgets.com, then this is a first-party cookie. If, 

however, you visit www.widgets.com and the cookie placed on your computer says 

www.stats-for-free.com, then this is a third-party cookie. 

 
What actually happens when cookies are blocked / rejected? 

 

1st party cookies: it is very hard to login anywhere 

3rd party cookies: no adverse effects to surfing 

 

Q: How does this affect tracking systems, when people block / delete cookies?  

 

A: All visits will still be recorded, but a person who has deleted the cookies will not be 

recognised as the same (returning) visitor. 

When cookies are in place, and not blocked or deleted, total visitor counts will remain 

comparatively low. If a person constantly deletes cookies, they will be counted as a new 

"unique" visitor with every subsequent visit. 

 

Where are Persistent Cookies Typically Posted? Although it can be different by 

individual computer, the windows default is to store your cookies at the following 

location: 

 

Where are my Cookies 

C:\Documents and Settings\your log in name\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files 

 

To find out where cookies are stored on your computer follow the following steps:  

 

1) Internet Explorer / Tools Menu 

2) Internet Options 

3) Click on “settings” under temporary internet files 

4) Click view files which will open your cookie storage file 

 
When Cookies are Good:  

 

•For “state management” to help a site visitor though a process. 

•For automatic user authentication so a site visitor does not have to log in every time they 

visit. 

•For tracking purposes to help improve the site experience and personalize the site 

features. 

 
When Cookies are Bad: 

 

•When website tracking data is sold to third parties without permission of the site visitor 

(Marketing Advocate never does this). 

•When cookies are not encrypted or hashed. All Marketing Advocate cookies are 

encrypted and secure. The primary method used by hackers to get user information 

illegally is by what is called “sniffing.” They view the information that is being sent via 

the browser over the web and are able to get non-encrypted personal information and 

potentially use this information for illegal purposes. To tell if a cookie is encrypted, open 

up one of them in your temporary internet file and if you can read the information, then it 

is not encrypted. You cannot read Marketing Advocate’s encrypted cookies. 


